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terror of 1863. Even if he lives to see his fourteenth birthday, just two weeks away, there won t be much to celebrate. In less than twenty-four hours,
the Carters will be homeless. They Il be out on hot, dangerous, dusty roads with 20,000 other Americans, most of them children, with the approval of
the President of the United States. Guess somebody had to do something after William Quantrill tore through Lawrence, Kansas, two weeks ago, on
the morning of August 21, leaving 250 children fatherless! The Union calls it Order No. 11. Grandpa Carter says it reminds him of a teacher giving
detention to every kid in the classroom because a few scoundrels are messing up. To make matters worse, the family s not seen Cyrus Carter since
he dashed over to Lawrence to check on his sister right after the massacre. Since Pa s not likely to be located by tomorrow morning when the family
strikes out in search of a new home, Joshua s got some big assignments. As the oldest of five children, he ll need all the courage he can muster. Even
before they re ready to go, their route gets changed due to devastating news. Yet hours later, despite his overwhelming grief, the boy manages to
find hope, like buried treasure, in the ground beneath his feet. On the second day out, after several hair-raising incidents, the family s misfortunes
are eased when an old friend of Joshua s steps in to help...
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