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***** From the Introduction: IN my work Phonologie Chinoise, | have among other things given a systematic survey (pp. 248 - 336) of the speech-
sounds existing in a number of Chinese dialects. To give a picture of connected speech in these dialects was not the object of the above-mentioned
work; this had to be reserved for a series of separate studies. The following is to be considered as a first attempt to supply the need of such a picture.
The dialect | have chosen to reproduce in this study is that of Peking, one of the many closely related dialects that are spoken in pretty much the
whole of China north of the Yang-tsi-kiang and also in a large part south of that river and which, if we leave out of consideration a number of less
important differences and only pay regard to the most striking characteristics common to all may suitably be grouped together under the name of
Mandarin dialects. Among these numerous Mandarin dialects that of Peking is nowadays beyond comparison the most fashionable, being the
speech of the court and the capital. And generally there is a marked tendency for those educated Chinese who speak a Mandarin dialect to adopt
the Peking pronunciation. As a consequence it is to Pekinese, among the spoken languages of China, that Europeans have paid most attention.
Numerous text books have been issued to give instruction in Pekinese, and the most important transcriptions to be found in dictionaries, in books of
reference and in scientific literature are based upon this dialect. It may appear superfluous to publish plionetic texts in a dialect about which so
much has been written. In my...
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