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*****.An excerpt from the Introduction: Laotze was already in the winter of life when Confucius paid him a visit in the year B.C. 517, the old
philosopher being then eighty-seven years of age, and Confucius, who was born on the 18th December, B.C. 550, at Lu, only thirty-three years. The
celebrated teacher of the Tao Teh is said to have greatly impressed Confucius, who aFerwards highly esteemed him. It has been said that Laotze
visited India in the course of his many travels, but there seems no other ground for this statement than the close similarity of his philosophy to the
principles of the Vedanta, and that of his ethical teachings to the contemporary doctrines of Buddha. It is to Chuang-Tze that we owe the record of
the teachings of Laotze, as to Men-Tze we are indebted for the records of Confucius. But to neither, it would seem, do we owe the presentation of the
pure doctrine of either of these great teachers; for Chuang-Tze and Men-Tze, the contemporary exponents of the two systems of thought, were very
bitter enemies, and strong expressions of contumely are known to have passed between them and their respective followers. On the other hand, it is
fairly evident that Laotze and Kong-fu-Tze were good friends, and at most not far divided upon essential points.
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